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SENATOR GREGG ANNOUNCES $6.3 MILLION FOR LAND
PROTECTION, CONTINUED OPERATIONS AT GREAT BAY ESTUARY

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Senator Judd Gregg (R-NH) today announced that the Fiscal Year
2003 Omnibus Appropriations bill, which was signed into law late last month, includes $6 million
for continued operation of the Great Bay Resource Protection Partnership and $300,000 through the
Land and Water Conservation Fund for land protection at the Great Bay National Wildlife Refuge.
The Refuge will use this award for land acquisition at the 35-acre Fabian Point in Newington, which
borders the eastern boundary of the Refuge and forms a peninsula that will complete ownership of
Herod’s Cove protecting an additional mile of shoreline.  Since 1996, the Great Bay Resource
Protection Partnership has protected about 4,000 acres in fee and conservation easement.  The
Refuge will mark its 100-year anniversary at the Newington Town Hall this Friday. 

Senator Gregg, a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, stated, “The Great Bay
National Estuary is a tremendous environmental resource and one that brings substantial ecological
benefits to our state.  The Partnership continues to do an outstanding job in its stewardship looking
after the future of the Great Bay and ensuring that residential and economic growth on New
Hampshire’s Seacoast goes hand-in-hand with continued protection of the environment. ” 

Peter Wellenberger, Manager of the National Estuarine Research Reserve, stated, “The Great
Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve is pleased to receive these additional federal funds to
support the acquisition activities of the Great Bay Resource Protection Partnership.  During the next
year, the Partnership will be working on several key project areas including the Crommet Creek
watershed in Durham. The protection of the remaining available properties will create a large block
of several acres to be managed as a complete ecosystem. The Reserve will also be using some of
these funds to begin construction on a Coastal Conservation Center.  This building will serve as a
training center for local coastal decision makers and general meeting place.  The structure will
incorporate a green design with an emphasis on energy efficiency and utilizing recycled building
materials.”

- more - 



Daryl Burtnett, state director of The Nature Conservancy in New Hampshire, stated, “The
area around Great Bay is not only one of the fastest growing parts of New Hampshire, it’s among
the most ecologically significant.  The Great Bay estuary is where freshwater and seawater connect,
creating a delicate and dynamic system of salt marshes, eelgrass beds and mud flats -- important
habitats for marine fish, waterfowl and shorebirds. Senator Gregg’s leadership and vision -- and his
success in making these funds available to the partnership's efforts -- have proven vital to protecting
Great Bay and its watershed.”  

Aside from The Nature Conservancy, the Partnership includes the Audubon Society of New
Hampshire, Ducks Unlimited, Great Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, N.H. Fish and Game
Department, Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Nature Conservancy is the lead agency in charge
of land acquisitions and manages federal grants on the partnership's behalf. 

The Refuge received a $1.2 million award in last year’s Interior Appropriations bill.  Senator
Gregg was able to include the $300,000 for the Great Bay Wildlife Refuge in the Fiscal Year 2003
bill as part of an overall $10.65 million for conservation efforts throughout New Hampshire.  
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